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SUBJECT: MRS. ECHEVERRIA AND GOVERNORSHIP OF JALISCO 

1. MEXICO CITY PRESS OCT 13 QUOTES MRS. ECHEVERRIA AS SAYING 
SHE WOULD LIKE TO BE GOVERNOR OF HER NATIVE STATEOF JALISCO. 

MRS. ECHEVERRIA APPARENTLY MADE THIS STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO 
A QUESTION WHETHER MEXICO WOULD HAVE A WOMAN GOVERNOR SOON. 
THE FIRST LADY SAID THAT SHE "HAD LITTLE POSSIBILITY" BUT 
NONETHELESS HAD THE DESIRE TO GOVERN JALISCO. 

2. COMMENT: RUMORS THAT MRS. ECHEVERRIA HAS THIS AMBITION 
HAVE CROPPED UP SPORADICALLY OVER THE LAST YEAR, OUR REACTION 
HAVING BEEN THAT NOT EVEN MEXICAN SYSTEM WOULD TOLERATE SUCH 
BLATANT NEPOTISM. BUT MRS. ECHEVERRIA HAVING OPENLY STATED 
HER AMBITION WILL MAKE ANY JALISCO POLITICIAN CAUTIOUS ABOUT 
PLACING HIS BETS. TERM OF PRESENT GOVERNOR RUNS TO MARCH 

1977, BUT SELECTION OF PRI CANDIDATE WILL COME WELL BEFORE 
ECHEVERRIA LEAVES OFFICE. 

3. SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, SPEAKING TO A US DELEGATE TO THE 
CONFERENCE OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN, MEXICAN 
SENATOR AURORA RUVALCABA SAID SHE HAD VERY NEARLY BECOME 
MEXICO'S FIRST WOMAN GOVERNOR (IN COLIMA) AND WOULD HAVE 
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SUCCEEDED BUT FOR THE OPPOSITION OF "JEALOUS WOMEN". 
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4. FORMER PRESIDENT MIGUEL ALEMAN, LAST NIGHT DESCRIBED 
THIS TO ME AS A TRIAL BALLOON FOR A POSSIBLE MRS. ECHEVERRIA 
CANDIDACY-IN HIS OPINION SHE HAD NO CHANCE OF SUCCEEDING. 
OTHER GUADALAJARA CONTACTS HAVE TOLD US THAT JALISCO, WHICH 
HAD ALREADY SUFFERED SO MUCH FROM THE ZUNOS, WOULD NEVER 
ACCEPT HER, A MEMBER OF THIS FAMILY, AS GOVERNOR-AND 

THAT IF SHE WERE IMPOSED ON THE STATE, WOULD PROBABLY MEET 
AN "UNTIMELY OR VIOLENT END". 

5. FOR GUADALAJARA: WOULD APPRECIATE LOCAL REACTION, 

PLUS YOUR COMMENTS AND ANALYSIS. 

JOVA 
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